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Curriculum Vitae

Personal details

Name:

 
Karen Margaret Witsenburg

Date of birth:

8 May 1968

Place of birth:

Duayaw Nkwanta, Ghana

Nationality: 

Netherlands
Civil status:

Married with Adano Wario, two children

Office address1: 
Both ENDS, Nieuwe Keizersgracht 45, 1018 VC Amsterdam

Office address 2:
Max Planck Institute, Advokatenweg 36, 06114 Halle, Germany

Email address:

Witsenburg@mpg.eth.de



kw@bothends.org
Telephone work:
020 5306600



Current  position:

-Senior policy advisor sustainable land use, Both ENDS
-Post-doc researcher Max Planck Institute for Social Anthropology Halle/Saale Germany
Previous position: 

- Lecturer at the University of Halle-Wittenberg (October 2008 to March 2010).

Course taught: ´perspectives on poverty and development´.

-Expertise inventory coordinator at the Development Policy Review Network (DPRN)  (1 Sept. 2006-31 July 2007) University of Amsterdam, Netherlands
-Academic advisor of the Worldconnectors (1 Sept. 2006-31 July 2007) University of Amsterdam, Netherlands.
Educational background:
PhD 2004, cum laude, Department of Geography and Planning, University of Amsterdam

MA 1994, Department of Geography and Planning. Majors: Environment and Development. Minors: gender studies, physical geography of the tropics, environmental impact assessment
Dissertation/Thesis
2004. “Surviving Pastoral Decline. Pastoral Sedentarisation, Natural Resource Management and Livelihood Diversification in Marsabit District, Northern Kenya”. University of Amsterdam. PhD Thesis, jointly with Adano Wario Roba. It was supervised by Prof. A.J.Dietz and Prof. M.A. Mohamed Salih.
1994. On the Slopes of the Mandara Mountains: A case-study on indigenous land uses among the Mada of Tazang (Northern Cameroon).  Human Geography, University of Amsterdam, MA (1994).

Relevant work experience: 

2008: 
Research fellow at Max Planck Institute. Founder of the East-African Study group at the Max Planck Institute Halle.

2007: 
Organisation of an international seminar in Nairobi on ethnic violence in Kenya. (Nairobi, Silver Spring Hotel 12-17 May 2007).


2006: 
Project coordinator of the Millennium Development Goal inventory of Dutch experts (Sept. 2006-July 2007). 

Academic advisor of the Project Group for the Worldconnectors. The Worldconnectors is a group of prominent people in Dutch Society chaired by former Prime Minister Ruud Lubbers. My task was to organize meetings and involve experts from the Dutch academia in policy and public activities (Sept. 2006-July 2007).

Research on ethnic violence in Northern Kenya with the NWO `Rubicon´grant. (April 2006-July 2007, and in July-August 2008).

2005: 

 Lecturer at the Kan Institute (University of Amsterdam) and the International School for Humanities and Social Studies (University of Amsterdam). Courses taught or co-taught: 

· Introduction to International Development Studies ISHSS (2003-2005) (with Dr. Adano Wario Roba)
· Introductory Course International Development Studies UVA (with Dr. Maarten Bavinck) (2004-2005)

· Environment and Development (with Dr. Johan Post) (1999-2000)

· Ethnicity and Territoriality in Africa (with Prof. Ton Dietz) (2004)

· Livelihood and Development (with Dr. Fred Zaal) (2004)

Guest lectures at the University of Amsterdam on: quantitative and qualitative research methods (2003/2004), informal institutions and natural resource management (2003, 2006), resource scarcity and violence (2001/2002/2003/2007).

2004:

Review of a project on sedentarisation for the British Council (June 2004)

Defence of PhD dissertation (October 2004).

Fieldwork:
2008                          July-August Northern Kenya
	2007
	January-February Northern Kenya

	1997-2000
	Northern Kenya

	1994
	June-August Western Kenya

	1993
	June-December Cameroon, Northern region

	1991
	May Tunisia

	1991
	January Spain


 

Miscellaneous:
I have experience with survey design, data entry, data analysis and report writing for own and other research projects (Livestock Marketing Project with Fred Zaal in 1995/1996, York-Darwin Biodiversity Project in 1996/1997).

I carried out an Environmental Impact Assessment for the Kenya Wood fuel and Agro-forestry Project (KWAP) for ETC in collaboration with the School of Environmental Studies of Moi University, Kenya (1994). 

On voluntary basis I (co) organised seminars for PhD students, student excursions, international conferences (EGEA), international youth camps, children camps.

Languages:

Dutch: excellent (mother tongue)

English: excellent 

German: good
French: mediocre
Oromo: beginner

Kiswahili: beginner


Publications: 

1. Books

Adano, W. Roba & Witsenburg, K. (2008). 

Pastoral sedentarisation natural resource management and livelihood diversification in Marsabit District, Northern Kenya. Two volumes. Lampeter: the Edwin Mellen Press.

Adano, W. Roba & Witsenburg, K. (2004). 

Surviving Pastoral Decline. Pastoral Sedentarisation, natural resource management and livelihood diversification in Marsabit District, Northern Kenya. PhD Thesis.

2. Chapters

Witsenburg, K. (2007) 

Etnisch geweld en waterschaarste in Noord-Kenia: een vanzelfsprekende relatie? In: Bakker, N. Dietz, T. en Wolsink, M. (red) Ruimte voor Milieu. Inzichten van milieugeografen en -planologen pp. 357-368. Utrecht: Jan van Arkel.
 

Johan Brons, Anke Niehof, Ton Dietz and Karen Witsenburg (2007)
Dimensions of Vulnerability of Livelihoods in Less-favoured areas; Interplay between the individual and the collective. In: R. Ruben, J.Pender and A. Kuyvenhoven eds. Sustainable Poverty Reduction in Less-favoured Areas. Chapter 3, Pp. 91-110. CAB international. 

Adano W.R. en Witsenburg, K. (2007) 

Is er toekomst voor de veehouderij in Noord-Kenia? In: Bakker, N. Dietz, T. en Wolsink, M. (red) Ruimte voor Milieu. Inzichten van milieugeografen en -planologen pp. 369-382. Utrecht: Jan van Arkel.

Witsenburg, K and Adano W.Roba (2007) 

“The Use and Management of Water Sources in Kenya’s Drylands: Is there a Link Between Scarcity and Violent Conflicts?” In: Bill Derman, Rie Odgaard and Espen Sjaastad eds. Conflicts over Land and Water in Africa. Pp. 215-238). Oxford, James Currey. 
Adano, W.R and Witsenburg, K (2004). Once Nomads Settle: Assessing the process, motives and welfare changes on Mount Marsabit. In: Elliot Fratkin & Eric A. Roth (eds.), As Pastoralists Settle: Social, health, and economic consequences in Marsabit district, Kenya. Kluwer Plenum:  pp. 105-134.

Witsenburg, K. and W.R. Adano (2003).

Ethnic violence, water scarcity and the governance of resources. A case study from Northern Kenya. In: Faces of Poverty. Capabilities, mobilization and institutional transformation. Proceedings of the International CERES summerschool 2003, pp. 377-396.

Adano, W.R and Witsenburg, K. (2003).

 
Surviving Pastoral Decline in Marsabit District. (In press with MUSES, Moi University). Available as AGIDS/UVA working paper. [Online:  http://www2.fmg.uva.nl/agids/publications/2003/documents/ardano_surviving.pdf]

Witsenburg, K. (2001). Terrassenlandbouw in de Mandara Bergen in Noord-Kameroen. In: J. Groenendijk & L. de Klerk (red), Milieugeografie en -planologie voor behoedzamen, pp. 99-116. Utrecht: Uitgeverij Jan van Arkel. 

3. Journal Articles

Witsenburg, K. and Adano Roba (2009)
Of rain and raids. Violent livestock raiding in northern Kenya. 

´Civil Wars´. Vol 3, no 4. December 2009. pp514-538.
Wario Roba Adano, Karen Witsenburg and Ton Dietz (2009)

Scarcity of natural resources and pastoral conflicts in Northern Kenya: an inquiry.  Horn of Africa Bulletin. January 2009. Online at: 

http://www.life-peace.org/sajt/filer/pdf/Horn_of_Africa_Bulletin/HAB0901.pdf

Witsenburg, K (2007)

De Turbi Massacre; gevecht om schaarse hulpbronnen? In Nieuwskrant nr 12 Conflict., Najaar 2007. Een uitgave van het Onderwijsinstituut GPIO en de afdeling Geogrfie, Planologie en Internationale Ontwikkelingsstudies, Universiteit van Amsterdam. Pp. 5.
Witsenburg, K. (2004).


Wat hebben natuurlijke hulpbronnen en gewelddadige conflicten met elkaar te maken?  Jason Magazine, Jaargang 29, Nr 1 2004 pp. 23-26.

Wario R. Adano and Witsenburg, K (2003).

 
Global forest management decisions and the local use of forest resources in Kenya: exploring the link. Paper presented at the international conference on ‘Globalisation, localisation and tropical forest management in the 21st century’ in October 2003, Amsterdam. Available: ETFRN NEWS 39/40: Online: http://www.etfrn.org/etfrn/newsletter/news39/nl39_oip_6_5.htm

Witsenburg, K. (2002).

Waterschaarste leidt tot samenwerking. Geografie Januari 2002, pp.18-19

4. Paper presentations: 

Witsenburg, K,  Roba, A. Dietz, T. and Zaal, F. 2009
The resource curse: geographical parameters in African arid areas reconsidered. Paper presented at the ECAS, European Conference of African Studies. 4-7 June 2009, University of Leipzig.

Karen Witsenburg 2008

Of Rain and Raids. Paper presented at the international conference ´Social configurations of violence´, January 2008, Max Planck Institute for Social Anthropology Halle, Germany.

Karen Witsenburg 2007

The Turbi Massacre (2007)Paper presented at the  International seminar on conflicts in Kenya. Nairobi, Silversprings, 12-17 May 2007
Karen Witsenburg, Adano W. Roba and Ton Dietz (2005)

Land problems in pastoral areas: the case of land acquisition on Marsabit Mountain in Northern Kenya. Paper presented at the African Studies Annual Conference Washington DC 21 November 2005 

Johan Brons, Anke Niehof, Ton Dietz and Karen Witsenburg (2005)

Collective behaviour as missing element in the analysis of vulnerability in less-favoured areas. Paper presented at  the Wageningen-IFPRI International Workshop ''Sustainable Poverty Reduction in Less-favoured Areas''
Online: http://www.sls.wau.nl/mi/response/Brons%20cs.pdf
http://www.socialsciences.wur.nl/mi/response/Brons%20cs.pdf

Adano, W.R and Witsenburg, K. (2003).

 
Surviving Pastoral Decline in Marsabit District. Paper presented at the International Dryland conference in Narok (Kenya) August 2003. Available as AGIDS/UVA working paper. [Online:  http://www2.fmg.uva.nl/agids/publications/2003/documents/ardano_surviving.pdf]

Witsenburg, K. & Adano, W. Roba (2002).

 
The use and management of water sources in Kenya’s drylands: Is there a link between scarcity and violent conflicts? Paper presented at the seminar ‘Conflicts over land and water management in Africa’. Centre for Development Research, Copenhagen, 28-29 Nov. 2002. 
Witsenburg, K. & Adano, W (2002).

Sedentarisation; assessing the process on Marsabit Mountain. Paper presented at the CERES Summerschool June 2002.

Witsenburg, K. and Adano W.Roba (2001) 

Dynamics of forest resources. Poster presented at CERES summer school 2001, Nijmegen.

Witsenburg, K. and Adano W. Roba (1998)


Resource dynamics in a fragile environment. Paper presented at CERES working programme 1 conference in Bergen, 1998. 

Witsenburg, K. and Adano W.Roba (1997) 

Land entitlements and ethnicity in Northern Kenya. Paper presented at CERES summer school 1997 in Artis, Amsterdam. 

5. Other

2007: Contribution to: Millennium Development Goals and Dutch Policy Coherence for Development. Quick Scan for Worldconnectors by Roeland Muskens and Frans Bieckmann.  Online at: http://www.worldconnectors.nl/file.php?id=50
2007: Contribution to: Draft Policy Statement for Worldconnectors meeting January 2007 by Roeland Muskens and Frans Bieckmann. Online at: http://www.worldconnectors.nl/file.php?id=26
Interview in the national newspaper  NRC (2006) on the Kenyan educational system

Interview on the Turbi Massacre in the Magazine: Internationale Samenwerking Juli 2005

Mertens, P., Witsenburg, K.  en Dietz, T.(2004)

Dilemma’s in de medische ontwikkelingssamenwerking. Verslag van het Symposium ter gelegenheid van het 21-jarig bestaan van de Stichting Medische Hulp Kenia (SMHK) en de 20e AMC-loop en fietstocht. Gouda: SMHK

Radio interview on Kenyan Elections on 15 March 2003: Radio Amsterdam

Academic Awards, grants and Honours

membership of associations and research groups

2007

Seminar grant from AMIDSt for International Seminar Nairobi

2006 Rubicon Award in the Young Talent Programme of NWO (Dutch Scientific Research )

2004

PhD cum laude

2004

WOTRO publication award for the publication “Once Nomads Settle” with Adano Wario Roba 


(see: http://www.nwo.nl/nwohome.nsf/pages/NWOP_62TF6E) 

1997-2002
Research grant from AGIDS for PhD research

1997- present 
Member of CERES research school

